





TREATISE ON 

pike. This, I hope, will exhibit the immenfe difoarity between 
the two modes, and fhew that roads, however good, can never ef- 
fectually relieve a remote country. The queftion then is, how to 
conftruct a canal in order to reduce the tolls, and completely affift 
the diftant diftriCts ; this I conceive will totally depend on the mode 
of railing and appropriating a fum of money to the firft fifty or 
one hundred miles of canal. 



In this country, canals are paid by companies of fubfcribers, who 
receive a toll on the carriage of goods as an interell for the money 
advanced, and the immenfe quantity of carriage throughout every 
part of this compaft kingdom, ufually produces a confiderable in- 
tereft for the money expended, while the expence of carriage is 
reduced below that of land conveyance ; but as England is envi- 
ro ned with water, with numerous lea r>nrt.e ip no—paxt very 

remote from the market, and hence, they never will have canals of 
any comparative length with thofe necelfary in America, to fay 
feven or eight hundred miles ; therefore the mode of proprietors 
receiving tonnage at fo much per mile, although it will ever be 
much below land carriage, yet even that tonnage would preclude 
the market from the remote country, and by no means anfwer for 
American canals : for inftance. 


A conftruCts a canal fifty miles long, and re- 
ceives two-pence per ton per mile 
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tolls, independent of boating ; and hence I conceive the produce 
could not bear the expence of carriage by this method. 

But as it is the produce of the interior country which mull be 
drawn forth, the leading canals Ihould be national works, perhaps 
by the following fyftem. 

Firft, That the legiflature, by fuch duties or impofts as they con- 
ceive molt eligible, raife a fum of money adequate to the expence 
of the firft fixty or feventy miles of canal 5 to fay from Philadelphia 
to Lancafter, which perhaps may coft 150,0001. of which 30,0001. 
per annum, may be required till the canal is finilhed. On this 
canal, fixty miles long, if I fuppofe fifty tons per day to be navi- 
gated at two-pence per ton per mile, allowing two hundred and 
eighty working days per year, it would amount to 7,0001. per 
annum, which Ihould be applied to extending the canal the tolls 
on fuch extenfion being appropriated in like manner to further 
extention, and fo on, the toll to be continually devoted to form- 
ing more canal ; till canals would pervade the whole country by 
virtue of their own produce arifing from the tolls. 

If this mode of extending the canal, by appropriating the tolls, 
fhould be deemed too tedious for the fpeedy relief to the interior 
country, and the funds of the ftate would admit of the advance 
of a further fum, they might immediately extend the canal two 
hundred miles, and receive the tolls, till the laft advanced fum was 
liquidated j or, as the proprietors of the lands in the interior would 
be much benefited by their property being raifed in value, probably 
they might raife the fum, and receive the tolls till fuch fum was 
liquidated : the lands being increafed in value, might be deemed 
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